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gion where vegetable food is scarce, wild ani-
mals would long- ago have exterminated the
plant if it had not so well protected itself
against them with its armature of spines.
Except for its spines the plant makes excel-
lent fodder for cattle, and if cultivated it may
be coaxed to east off its weapons; indeed,
Burbank has succeeded in producing a spine-
less variety which is of economic value. See
cactus; cochineal.
PRIDE'S PURGE. See rump paelia-
MENT.
PRIEST, in its most general signification,
a man whose function is to inculcate and ex-
pound religious dogmas, to perform religious
rites and to act as a mediator between wor-
shippers and whatever being they worship.
In some countries the priesthood has formed
a special order, or caste, the office being he-
reditary; in other countries it has been elec-
tive. In sacred history the patriarchal order
furnishes an example of the family priest-
hood. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob performed
priestly acts and drew "near to the Lord,"
as did also Job, and the Arab sheikh to-day
unites in his person the civil and religious
headship. The Mosaic priesthood was the in-
heritance of the sons of Aaron, of the tribe
of Levi. The order of the priests stood be-
tween the high priest and the Levites.
The priests of the Church of Rome are
bound to a life of celibacy, but in the Greek
Church they are allowed to marry. In the
Roman Catholic hierarchy the priesthood,
which includes many orders, has the lowest
rank; in the Anglican and other Episcopal
churches, the priests form the second order
of clergy, bishops ranking first.
PRIMARY ELECTION, a method of elec-
tion by which the voters are enabled to ex-
press their preference for the candidates for
office in their respective political parties. In
other words, the primary election is a nomi-
nating election. In order that a candidate
may have his name placed on the ballot he
must file & petition signed by a certain per
cent of the voters of his party in the political
unit over which the office has jurisdiction.
If he is running for alderman, this unit is the
ward which he is to represent in the city coun-
cil; if he is candidate for county supervisor,
the unit is the county.
According to the plan largely followed, at
a primary election the voter is required to de-
clare his political party. In that ease the
ballots are strictly party ballots, and the
 voter can vote for candidates only in his
party. However, at the regular election he is
free to vote for any candidate on the ticket,
regardless of the party to which he belongs.
The primary election originated in the
United States. At first it was restricted to
local elections, but its scope has been ex-
tended until now state officers, Representa-
tives in Congress, United States Senators and,
in many states, Presidential electors are nom-
inated at the primaries.
PRIMATES, pri ma'tees, the highest order
of life in the animal kingdom. It includes
man, apes, monkeys and lemurs, and is a di-
vision of the class mammalia.
Related Articles. Consult the following
titles for additional information:
Man
Monkey
Orang-utan
Zoology
Ape	Gibbon
Aye-aye	Gorilla
Baboon	Lemur
Chimpanzee	Mammals
PRIMOGENITURE, pri mo jen'e ture, the
right of the eldest son and those who derive
through him to succeed to the property of an
ancestor. The institution existed among the
ancient Hebrews, but was particularly de-
veloped under the feudal system. It was in-
troduced into England by the Normans, and
that country remains to-day the only conspic-
uous example of its survival in Europe. The
law of primogeniture was long ago abolished
in the United States. According to it the
eldest son is entitled by law to the whole of
his deceased father's real estate. If the
eldest son dies, his son succeeds to the land.
If the whole male line is exhausted, the law
becomes inoperative and all female heirs share
equally—except in the case of the Crown,
which always goes to the eldest. It is owing
to the operation of this law that extensive
English estates have remained undivided in
certain families generation after generation.
PRIM'ROSE, a genus of plants compris-
ing about 200 species, chiefly perennials, na-
tive to North America, Europe and Asia. The
common European primrose, abundant in
woods, meadows and hedges, has a short, tip-
right stalk bearing both the leaves and the
flowers, the former, small and cup-shaped,
the latter pale yellow, each on a short sepa-
rate stem. It is related to the cowslip, and
from it many of the cultivated varieties have
been developed. In the United States the
primrose extensively cultivated is a Chinese
variety. It is of different structure from the
European primrose, having a thick cluster
of large furry leaves growing close to the soil.

